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There is an apparent misconception widely accepted in America. It is 
shocking in its implication. This misconception has it that patriotism con¬ 
sists of loving our government and of willingly and joyously doing whatever 
the political leadership of America demands. 

It is this misconception, cunningly advanced and slyly promoted by 
men in government, which has paved the way for despotism since our 
emergence as a proud and independent people. Patriotism cannot be a love 
of government. The men we remember and honor as our founders, we call 
patriots. But what did they do? They fought against their government, with 
a tenacity and singleness of purpose rarely matched. Their government was 
that of England; their king was George the Third. But we call them patriots 
because they loved their country and not their government. 

True patriotism rises above the government as a mountain towers above 
















the plain. When we think of our country and a feeling of love and devotion 
wells up within us, it should spring from the reality of what our country 
is and what it means. This meaning has little if any connection with our 
government, which is, at best, a group of men holding a monopoly of force 
and privilege. 

The only conceivable virtue of our government existed at the time of 
its founding. Then, it was a small, impotent aggregation of men wielding 
but little power. We could love our country then without a twinge of con¬ 
science. The government did not stand in the way of our love. Even a tiger, 
caged and dependent upon our care, can induce a feeling of love. But a 
tiger hiding in the tall grass, lying in wait for the unwary traveler, is scarcely 
an object that engenders the warm feeling of trust and affection that we 
know when love is in our hearts. 

It is time we awoke to realize that the tiger of tyranny has come from 
its cage. It is on the prowl in our midst. Its victims are legion. There is 
scarcely a family in the land but has felt the dread terror of unbridled tax¬ 
ation, and has learned to fear the forays which regulate and hamper our 
production. Jaws dripping with the blood of our youth, the tiger crouches 
in slavering watchfulness as we try to help our children toward constructive, 
self-supporting lives. --—-—— 

We do not know where the tiger will strike next. But we know that it 
will strike, for there is nothing to prevent it. Until it is caged, we are not 
our own masters. A reign of terror, induced by the tiger of government, keeps 
us cowering in our homes, afraid to walk the streets, afraid to excel, fearful 
of the penalty of doing our best. Such a beast cannot inspire love. 

Since patriotism is larger than the government, what is it? Is it the love 
of the geography which makes up the physical confines of these United 
States? Yes, it is that. But it is more than that. It is the oceans strand, the 
endless plains burnished in waving wheat, the virgin snowy caps on slumber¬ 
ing peaks, the green and gold of summer and autumn forests, the rivers, the 
lakes of multi-blues, and much, much more. 

Is it the people of this land who inspire us to patriotism? Yes, it is that. 
But it is more than that. It is the grandeur and the simplicity of each man 
who strives. It is the eagerness of youth, endowed with the desire and the 
power to prove that they can better the record of their elders. It is the 
transparent pride of lineage, the self-respect of accomplishment, the hope 
of better things to come. It is human strength and human frailty, seen in 
mosaic. It is the good; it is the bad; it is the reality of life in motion. It is a 
constant source of surprise and wonder. But it is much, much more. 








Is it the genius of America which inspires us to love it? Yes, it is that. 
But it is more than that. It is the scientist laboring in research. It is the 
financier, risking his fortune, his reputation, and his way of life on the 
chance that he might win. It is the architect raising temples of concrete 
and steel. It is the builder, fleshing out the dreams. It is the skill, the brawn, 
the sweat and tears of progress. It is this and much, much more. 


The secret of our patriotism is in our Ipve of freedom. It is not our land 
that moves us. It is that we are free in the land. It is not our people who 
move us. It is that the people must be free. 

It is not genius or accomplishment in themselves, but that we are free 
to invent, discover, and live our own lives—it is freedom which provides 
the basis for any patriotic fervor we may have. 


This is the lesson the men in power have never learned. It is they, not 
us, who need a lesson in love of country. We do not need to be taught 
devotion to what is ours. The men in power work against that devotion. 
They lust after our possessions; they impose their rule; they take our loved 
ones from our midst and intone against any resistance to their manifold 
dictates. The men in government think that they are the country. And, after 
molesting us and victimizing us, they marvel that they have not inspired 
our devotion. - - -- 


The government is merely those men who hold power for the time 
being. They are not America. They can be tolerated only when they are 
weak and small. Like a tiger, they are only lovely when strong bars stand 
between them and us. 


But now the tiger has broken from its cage. The tiger tells us that in 
order to be safe from each other, we must all be imprisoned behind the bars 
designed to curtail tigers. This we deny. 

Make a list of all the “programs” the government has for us. Now make 
a list of all the problems the government has actually solved. Do the lists 
match? Or is there really only one list, that of the “programs”? The govern¬ 
ment has solved no problems at all. Each problem met by a program, con¬ 
tinues in aggravated form. 

Perhaps the time has come for us to recall that other beasts which 
terrorized and consumed once roamed the earth. They are no longer with 
us. Like the brontosaurus, they became extinct. 

Tigers may be picturesque when confined to a well-run zoo. But civil¬ 
ization and tigers on the prowl don’t go together. 

Today’s patriot loves freedom and civilization. He is disenchanted with 
the tiger in the land. 
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